THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
embroiling the world for the sake of peace would be a mockery.
What Is at issue is something much more important than the dignity
of the League of Nations.
January 26, 1932
On this occasion the Council (of the League) if it is wise and has
learned anything from the experience of recent months will refrain
from again encouraging Chinese intransigence by holding out the
hope of protection from the consequences of incompetent weakness.
January 30, 1932
But to suggest that Great Britain should enter into some sort of
agreement with other Powers to intervene on behalf of China seems
to us fantastic. . . . We say plainly that Great Britain would never
consent to be dragged into the danger of war on such an issue.
Japan, we hope, is our good fnend: apart from a possible error
in the weapons used, she is acting under the sort of provocation
which has forced Great Britain into similar action before now.
January 30, 1932
For our part, although we do not believe in peace at any price,
we value it enough to beware of entering into superfluous danger
in a doubtful cause. Japan, broadly speaking, is the only element
making for order and good government m the Far East.
March 3, 193*-
Those politicians whose credit is involved in the League of Nations
were ready to drive the world to war in order to vindicate the
machinery of peace. To the plain man the lesson of these dire
events will remain obvious: an appeal to Geneva is no satisfactory
substitute for the power of self-defence.
February 21, 1933.
Yet the League which might have used the occasion to lesson the
Chinese, is behaving as if they were the innocent as well as the
injured parties. We do not see how this partiality is going to benefit
the world at large or any British interest. Nor do we see how it is
going to help the cause of peace. On the contrary the Chinese poli-
ticians have foolishly persuaded themselves that if they make war
with Japan in Jchol, the League which has taken their side in the
argument will also take their side in the fighting. . . . The League
of Nations would best serve the interests of peace by making it clear
to China, without any further delay, that there is no prospect of any
such intervention,
April 24, 1934.
The intervention both in Shanghai and in Manchuria, whatever
may be thought of the methods employed, were invited by China,
if not forced upon Japan, through the anarchy and misrule which
threatened every foreign interest.
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